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EASTER MESSAGE 2025

“HE IS RISEN – AND HE IS MINE” The first
human experience of the resurrection of
Jesus was a call, by name… “Mary!” The
second was a touching… a hug, even as the
tears of sorrow turned to a flood of joy in her
heart…

Because she took time at the tomb, Mary Magdalene
experienced God in ways the other disciples missed. After
she discovered the tomb was empty, she rushed back to tell
the others. Peter and John raced each other to the tomb.
John won, and looked in. Peter, moments later, rushes
headlong into the now-empty tomb and has a look around.
Then, John says, “The disciples went back to their homes…”
To a locked upper room. They were terrified! For all they
knew either the Romans or the Jewish leaders had removed
the body to further humiliate Jesus and his followers. But
Mary stayed… And so, she experienced something no one
else did. She must have spoken of this precious moment
later, to John. So we know that she was crying – so hard she
couldn’t actually see Jesus, at first, through her tears. We
shouldn’t miss the mourning. It’s part of the miracle. Peter
and John didn’t yet get it. John says, “They still did not
understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the
dead.” Mary stays – and she does get it. She is first to
discover the meaning of the empty tomb. The resurrection
is God’s “Yes” to the world’s “No.” And she’s the first to
discover just how intensely personal this resurrection is.
Jesus calls her name, as he must have done a hundred
times before. And she knows. Not only is he alive, he is still
with those who love him. It’s as real, as close, and as
personal as the embrace they share, before Jesus gently
urges her not to keep clinging to him – but to take what she
now knows with all her mind and heart and soul to
everyone else in her life… And the single, central, greatest
miracle in all of human history and experience is complete.
It’s life-changing, earth-shattering, mission-creating… and
it’s deeply personal. “Alleluia – what a Saviour!” Take time,
and so have a blessed Easter.

Doug McRoberts
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MESSAGE FROM REV JANET MACKELLAR

‘My heart is in the Highlands'

'As you will be aware, Presbytery
have agreed to launch the 'Cleir
Eilean i' Malawi Scholarship and
encourage all of our congregations to
promote this initiative during
Pentecost. Our Mission Partner Ken
Ross will be providing a full package
of information for all ministers and
worship leaders, which will include,
readings, prayers, photographs and
video.

We would encourage congregations
on Pentecost Sunday to hold lunches,
teas and coffees or retiral collections
and to forward the funds raised to
our Finance convenor, marked, 'Cleir
Eilean i Scholarship, more details will
be forthcoming soon.

 

In the meantime, Ken will be in
Scotland during the first week of May,
and is keen to take the opportunity to
visit with our congregations to make
connections and promote this
scholarship opportunity. 

Kens says, he would like to "pop up"
in as many places as possible. with up
to three engagements a day, each
perhaps for an hour or 90 mins over
tea or coffee with 5-10 folk from the
local church/community.

If you would like to hear from Ken and
his work in Malawi and know more
about the Cleir Eilean I scholarship
and how you can help make it
happen, then please get in touch.

JMacKellar@churchofscorland.org.uk

With thanks to Rev Janet MacKellar
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Each week we will welcome a congregation and give them the
spotlight - a chance to perhaps:

tell us some historical facts and information
welcome the Minister and larger congregation

tell us about your role as “session clerk” or “fabric
convener”

fill us in on upcoming changes
give us days and times for services and special services

upcoming
share photos
offer prayer

provide some quotes
get the children involved

links to social media accounts
clubs and gatherings

Give us an insight to your congregation, the community and
the people that bring joy and hope each and every day!

To feature your Congregation please contact Amanda Anderson via email
AAnderson@churchofscotland.org.uk with stories, information, pictures.....

 Would you like to be the next Congregation in
Focus?
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MISSION IN MIND

I applied for the role of Under-40s
advisor shortly after moving back to
Argyll, almost immediately after handing
in my masters dissertation, in 2023.
Moving away from Edinburgh before
getting the job was certainly a bit of a
risk but I have had a passion for mission
to the younger generations ever since I
attended the National Youth Assembly
in 2017, when I became convinced that
more space needed to be created for
young people in the church. 

After various voluntary experiences in
mission, I was delighted to take up the
role in encouraging and supporting
churches in Argyll to engage with the
younger generations in January 2024.

As with many posts in the church, what
I’m working on and the structure of my
days are ever changing. While I do often
spend time behind a screen, being a
self-proclaimed ‘professional thief’,
borrowing ideas for mission which have
been successful in other churches or
coming up with my own ideas.

I must admit my favourite part of my job
is having the opportunity to get on the
road and meet people to discover how
we can serve people under 40 in their
parishes and share the Good News.
 

A presbytery insight and update from Lizzie Brayshaw 

In January I began to work full-time for
Presbytery and gained the
responsibility of carrying out research
on the current state and future
potential of employing of people to
reach younger generations. The
ultimate goal is to have someone
employed to work in every church in
the Presbytery in facilitating mission to
younger generations. However, in such
a large Presbytery, we need to know
what’s already going on and what
would be needed to make this goal
achievable. I have already met with
some people representing their church,
primarily through my online
consultations, to gather this
information. 

While I have very few questions I need
to ask people, these consultations have
led to immensely enjoyable and
insightful conversations. I am inviting
Presbyters to represent their church
and take part in the consultations, with
the next round taking place after the
General Assembly in May through to
early June.

Lizzie
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EASTER AROUND PRESBYTERY

STRATHNAIRN & STRATHDEARN

Maundy Thursday Service of Holy Communion in
Cawdor Church at 11.00 am led by Rev Dewald Louw

Good Friday Service in Daviot Church at 7.00 pm led
by Rev Edward Andrews

Easter Sunday in Croy Church at 10.00 am and the
Strathdearn Hub at 12 noon led by Mrs Vivian Roden

Every blessing to everyone at this Easter time.
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EASTER AROUND PRESBYTERY

Easter Monday On Easter Monday 21st April, the O.P.E.N. G.A.T.E. 2 Puppet
group will be holding its Easter celebration at the Kirkside Church at 7 p.m.

Everyone is invited to come and share with us. Come and see what the
youngsters can do with these muppet type puppets. Our celebration is
suitable for all. There will be refreshments afterwards. In case you are

wondering what our name means, it stands for ‘Our Promise Exists Now Go
And Tell Everyone’ and we are the second group with this name. For

Christians all the promises of God are in existence for us now and we are
called to go and share that news with everyone, so that is what we try to
do. All our music is Christian music, with some of it being Christian words
put to popular tunes. Thank you to all of you who support us, those who

come to the presentations, those who steward at these presentations and
the adults who come to assist at the weekly practices, and not to forget
the youngsters who come and learn how to puppet. Thank you also to

those who pray for this work, we could not succeed without you. May you
all know a great blessing as you join in the celebrations of our amazing Lord

at Easter.

EASTER MONDAY ALNESS 
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EASTER AROUND PRESBYTERY

Cross at Portmahomack - thanks to Mr D Gordon, for the photo
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EASTER

Part of the digital ministry strategy is to create resources and host sessions to enable us to
create locally produced resources and teams. We have produced digital ministry resources
for Holy Week based on the lectionary readings for use in services, sharing on websites and
social media.

A theme appeared through the readings of the servant heart of Jesus which underpins the
content as we seek to explore the mercy found at the throne from Hebrews 4:14-16, a reading
for Good Friday.
Each day has a different item of content with multiple contributors from across the Church.
Horizontal videos are typically best for Facebook, Youtube and websites. Vertical reels are
usually best for Instagram and TikTok. The blog has images and can be shared on multiple
platforms or might be helpful for a service.
The Tennebrae service for Good Friday has no licence requirements as it is a bespoke creation
by Phill Melstrom, national worship development worker.
Holy Week content (free to download) and suggested descriptions/text are in the folder here
https://we.tl/t-ltEcd5rJ12  
 
Overview:

Palm Sunday; ‘Holy Week @thestart’ (intro to what Holy Week is) by Rev Ruth Kennedy,
Digital Ministries Advisor. Vertical and Horizontal videos.
Monday; ‘the value of Mary’ artistic reflection by Linda Hoskins, Christian artist in
Edinburgh (LindaHoskinsArt). Vertical video only.
Tuesday; ‘Inside not outside?’ Thoughts by Rev Trish Archibald, Assistant Minister, Stirling
North Parish Church. Vertical and Horizontal videos.
Wednesday; ‘Mercy that serves to the end’ Blog (possible sermon points) by Neill Shaw,
Priority Areas Development Worker. Word and pdf.
Thursday; ‘Jesus held my feet’ testimony by Steven McLeish, Scotland Country Head, The
Leprosy Mission.
Good Friday; ‘Tennebrae Service’ explanation and 13min service by Phill Melstrom,
Worship Development Worker. Horizontal video with readings and lyrics included.
Holy Saturday; ‘Hope for Holy Saturday’ reflective poem by Christine Colliar, Reader and
Candidate for OLM, Scots Kirk Lausanne. Vertical and Horizontal videos.
Easter Sunday; ‘Easter Message from the Moderator’ will be shared on the national
platforms.

 
If you share the content on your social media, we would love it if you might please tag ‘the
Church of Scotland’ as it will help us know that these types of digital ministry resources are
useful.

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https:/we.tl/t-ltEcd5rJ12___.YzJlOmNodXJjaG9mc2NvdGxhbmQ6YzpvOmExNjdkYTAxNTYwNjMyODI2OWU1Zjc2MzQ0NjlhODhjOjc6YTA3YTowM2Q1ODAzNDE4NWZlZWZiM2YxYjMxZTA5MWI2YzA3MDkzYmE5NWNjMWNmN2JiMDkzMzFhZDc5ZjJhMTBiYjBjOmg6VDpO
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TRAINING

Throughout Presbytery we try to offer as much
training as possible and we are opening up more
places and methods available to accommodate all -
please continue to check in and have a look at
upcoming training and opportunities that are
coming up.  If you have any training or events that
you would like to share just let us know.

TRUSTEE TRAINING

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING
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MISSION IN MIND

Have you looked at last weeks
mission card - what’s your thoughts,
let us know in confidence HERE

ONE STOP SHOP SWAP SHOP

This weeks card was selected from
the blue category ‘Personal Beliefs’

Talking Point Cards click HERE to order

Something old, something blue, something
borrowed, something new?  

HAVE A BROWSE BY CLICKING HERE

We now have a place to add offerings and
items on the website....perhaps you have
some bibles or chairs that you no longer
use but want to find them a good home....
drop me an email with info
AAnderson@churchofscotland.org.uk

MORNING FUEL

Sending thoughtful prayer to all at Thurso
West Church.

Community Coffee Mornings 

Thurso West Church ran a series of
community coffee mornings mornings
over the winter months.

No charge was made but £445.50p was
raised through donations which has been
split between the local Samaritans and
Befriending Caithness.

Thanks to all those who contributed their
services and to those who attended.

https://forms.office.com/e/RFiRFBrQEH
https://talkingpointcards.com/collections/bestsellers-home/products/talking-point-cards-christian-edition
https://cei.presbytery.org.uk/one-stop-shop/detail/oss-swap-shop
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APRIL PRAYER

Our Presbytery Prayer Mrs Janette Henderson, Prayer
Co-ordinator

Loving and Merciful God, In this time of Lent, as
we walk towards the cross we feel humbled and
thankful in the same measure, as you bestow all
goodness and love on us , your children. We ask
forgiveness for all that we have said or done that
has displeased you and caused sorrow on those
we have offended. Our prayers go out to all who
are troubled and afraid, those living with war,
those who are abused and those who hunger and
are thirsty.

We pray for our young people on holiday before
facing exam time and pray that they benefit from
the rest and the joy of being together with friends
and family. May they be guided by their teachers
and their families to love one another and to reach
out to other young people who are finding life
difficult whether in the class room or in their
home. Surround them with love we pray.

Lord we pray for our churches coming to terms
with change maybe a different time and type of
worship. We must remember that you, our loving
God, are at the helm of this great Ship that has
seen us through life’s trials and tribulations. We
thank you ,Lord, when we feel sad and
disillusioned you are there to comfort and to
guide us. We pray for congregations working
together and finding new ways, merging into new
and happy congregations with their mission
showing all how we reach out to communities in
need.

We pray for our Presbytery as it faces change. May
the angst be addressed and sorted out, as we work
to calm our hearts and pray for guidance. Lord all
are working in your Kingdom to make our churches
and our communities into places where people
feel save and are valued, this work we do in Your
name

Lord as we walk towards the cross feeling shame
and sadness, and then we experience the joy of
Easter Sunday when the tomb was empty and the
living Christ walked in the Garden. May that joy
surround us and may we never forget the sacrifice
made for each one of us in Jesus death on the
cross.

We pray for ourselves may we be better Christians
and live the life you planned for each one of us. All
these things we pray in our Saviours’ name. 

Amen
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Our Committee Conveners contact
details and team members can be
found online, click HERE to view.  You
can also use our contact form if you
wish to send a message. Click on the
box below to send a message.  

Presbytery

OTHER NOTICES
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PRESBYTERY MEETING
The next meeting of Presbytery is
Saturday 21st June 2025 - zoom
registration links and all paperwork will be
issued in due course, HUB info be
updated nearer the time.

PRESBYTERY NOTICES
Formal Presbytery Notices and
updates can be found online - Unions,
Ordinations, Vacancy information...
click button to view.  Notices

COMMITTEES

Contact

OUR HUBS

Duncansburgh Church, The Parade, Fort
William, PH33 6BA 
Oban Church Centre, Glencruitten Road,
Argyll, PA34 4DN 
Clachan Church Hall (North Uist) 
Fort Augustus & Glengarry Churches  
Church Hall, Fort Augustus  
Alness Church of Scotland, Perrins Road,
Alness IV17 0SX -  
Thurso West Church, 10 Sinclair Street,
KW14 7AJ 
Alvie & Insh church hall
Inverness Crown Church 
Culbokie
Aviemore, St Andrew’s Church Hall 
West Church Hall, Dornoch 
Portree Church/Church Hall 
Tarbert Lochfyne HUB, Church Hall, Tarbert,
PA29 6SX

will operate at next meeting

will NOT operate at next meeting

Our vacancies can be found here

https://cei.presbytery.org.uk/one-stop-
shop/detail/oss-vacancies

As you may be aware the Parish of NW
Lochaber has a Vacancy for a Minister,
have a look at the Parish profile and
please share.

VACANCIES

Please be reminded that our Property
Convener, Mr Alan Walker has a new
email address, please relay all buildings
and property enquiries here

CEIProperty@churchofscotla
nd.org.uk  

https://cei.presbytery.org.uk/notices
https://cei.presbytery.org.uk/contact
https://cei.presbytery.org.uk/one-stop-shop/detail/oss-committees
https://cei.presbytery.org.uk/notices
https://cei.presbytery.org.uk/contact
https://cei.presbytery.org.uk/one-stop-shop/detail/oss-vacancies

